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feared, too, a bad reception, remembering the quarrels
that had taken place between the Courts of Rome and
Spain. She had lost many friends and acquaintances; in
fifteen years of absence all had passed away, and she
felt the trouble she might be subjected to by the min-
isters of the Emperor, and by those of the two Crowns,
with their partisans. Turin was not a Court worthy of
her; the King of Sardinia had not always been pleased
with her, and they knew too much for each other. At
Venice she would have been out of her element.

While agitated in this manner, without being able to
make up her mind, she learned that the King was in
extreme danger, a danger exaggerated by rumor. Fear
seized her lest he should die while she was in his realm.
She set off immediately, therefore, without knowing where
to go; and solely to leave France went to Chambfery, as
the nearest place of safety, arriving there out of breath,
so to say.

Every place being well examined, she preferred Genoa;
its liberty pleased her; there was intercourse there with
a rich and numerous nobility; the climate and the city
were beautiful; the place was in some sort a center and
halting pdint between Madrid, Paris, and Rome, with
which places she was always in communication, and always
hungered after all that passed there. Genoa determined
on, she went there. She was well received, hoped to
fix her tabernacle there, and indeed stayed some years.
But at last ennui seized her; perhaps vexation at not
being made enough of. She could not exist without
meddling, and what is there for a superannuated woman
to meddle with at Genoa? She turned her thoughts,
therefore, toward Rome. Then, on sounding, found her
course clear, quitted Genoa and returned to her nest.

She was not long there before she attached herself to
the King and Queen of England (the Pretender and his
wife), and soon governed them openly. What a poor
resource! But it was courtly and had a flavor of occu-
pation for a woman who could not exist witliout move-
ment. She finished her life there remarkably healthy in
mind and body, and in a prodigious opulence, which was
not without its use in that deplorable Court. For the